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Synopsis:
In order to curb inflation, the Authority privatised all the farming and plantation
activities. Thus forbidding the usage of seeds by common people. One of the
companies that is a part of the privatisation is Babylon, which is a leading brand in
Seedless fruits, fertilizers, electronics, funeral services, clothing, political parties,
etc. ‘Bablu’, a lonely old man working for ‘Babylon’, goes on an assignment and
accidentally encounters a rebel group planning a secret mission against ‘Babylon’.

Writer & Director’s Statement:
Bablu Babylon Se emerged after reading a piece of news about a forest getting cut
for making a coal mine. It felt absurd that in the mid of increasing global warming,
people are cutting the forest. This absurdity is the crux of the story. The absurdity
leads to a thought. What if someday plantation and farming get banned? So, the
aim was to incorporate the absurdity in the script and the final film.
It was important to introduce something as a trivial element and then subverting
the audience’s expectation by adding a satirical subtext to that trivial element. I
never wanted the film to become preachy with its social message, so as a
filmmaker, it was a conscious decision to make the audience experience the film
through the lens of its absurd characters, situations, and elements.

Executive Producer’s Statement:
‘Bablu Babylon Se’ has been a great learning experience in terms of production and
sorting out the logistical issues. From getting Manoj Sir on board to having the final
output of the film in hand, each stage of the film has been overwhelming. To match
the absurdity of the situation in the story, we had to be very particular about our
locations. Without the assistance of the team members and their infinite support,
this film wouldn’t have been possible.

Sound Designer’s Statement:
Bablu Babylon Se is a performance-oriented film. As per the demands of the
narrative, Kalesh and I had to be very careful about the fact that there weren't any
birds in the dialogues, during the recording phase itself. With careful dialogue editing,
the subtle emotions in the performances had to be conveyed. From the scripting
stage, Abhijeet and I discussed sound as a vital part of the narrative and not an
afterthought.
My challenge as a Sound Designer was to add subtle details to the absurd world Bablu
lives in while keeping a consistent emotional graph. Udit Prakash's background score
and foley artist Arghya Chakraborty's meticulous work helped us a lot to move us in
that direction. Experimenting with different textures of sounds formed the basis of
how we perceive Bablu's world aurally. As a Sound designer, I wanted to create a
soundtrack that lets the audience immerse themselves in the world of Bablu
embarking on his last journey.

Cinematographer’s Statement:
I was gifted to have a really understanding Director who was very clear about what
and how exactly he wanted to visualize the story. Choosing my color palette, lensing,
and dynamics of the camera became a cakewalk for me as the story always gave me
clues, and I just had to follow them. Every element of the film, right from the
landscape, set up to costumes and quirks of the characters, sketched out what I
should do to translate the story into a visual.

ABHIJEET SARTHI (Writer & Director)
Abhijeet Sarthi hails from the city of Raipur, Chhattisgarh. He
has completed his graduation in Computer Science and
Engineering. He has done his post-graduation in Direction and
Screenplay Writing from the prestigious Satyajit Ray Film and
Television Institute in Kolkata. Abhijeet felt deeply related to
cinema since childhood and aspires to be a storyteller,
showcasing the creativity and craziness of his mind.
Though he is an introvert by nature, his narratives do not shy
away from showcasing the weird side of the characters and
their stories. For him, cinema is a playground to create
something interesting and simultaneously expressing himself
and let the audience experience the story along with him.
Apart from cinema, he possesses a keen interest in poetry,
literature, and cricket.

RUCHIKA GUPTA (Executive Producer)
Ruchika Gupta is a postgraduate from Satyajit Ray Film and
Television Institute Kolkata, with a specialization in Producing
for Film and Television. Apart from filmmaking, she
possesses a keen interest in design and is focused on finding
ways of problem-solving. She has worked on multiple short
films and is currently assisting on a feature documentary.

DIBAKAR SAHA (Sound Designer)
Dibakar Saha is a Sound Artist based in Kolkata, India. Studied
at Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute, currently, he
practices from his hometown. He wants to diversify his
practice as much as possible through the medium of sound
design and modern recording techniques.

ABHISHIKTA KAILA (Editor)
Abhishikta is an editing graduate from Satyajit Ray Film &
Television Institute Kolkata. She loves to edit visuals and
sound into engaging stories. Nothing gives her more joy than
making beautiful films. She is looking forward to meeting
people who love filmmaking to collaborate and learn from
them.

TARAK P TEJ (Cinematographer)
Tarak has a P.G diploma in Motion Picture Photography from
Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute Kolkata. For him, filmmaking
is a necessity, not a luxury. He believes it is the only way he can
keep himself away from the harsh realities of life. It gives him the
pleasure of realizing his dreams.
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